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On Oct. 1, deputy minister of economic integration Guillermo Rodriguez told reporters that the
government is evaluating a $50 million project to install a waste disposal and processing plant.
US businesspersons, he said, have offered to produce compost from paper, wood, glass, and food
waste material. According to Rodriguez, the $100 million plant would be capable of processing
100,000 metric tons of waste per month, while providing jobs for 1,200 persons. Plans specify locating
the operation in the duty-free zone at the Santo Tomas de Castilla port on the Atlantic coast.
National Environmental Commission (CONAMA) director Antonio Ferrate told reporters that the
commission will oppose installation of such a plant in Santo Tomas de Castilla on grounds that
radioactive or other toxic materials pose serious health and environmental risks. Health Minister
Miguel Angel Montepeque also expressed a lack of enthusiasm for the proposed plant. According to
the international ecology organization Greenpeace, the proposal marks the third time in a two-year
period that US businesspersons have attempted to use Guatemala for waste disposal. On Oct. 3,
Economy Minister Juan Luis Miron told reporters the government had rejected the waste processing
plant proposal. Government spokesperson Gonzalo Asturias said the project was cancelled due
to health and environmental concerns. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 09/28/91, 10/01/91, 10/03/91;
Agence France-Presse, 10/03/91)
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